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O Little Town 
Of Bethlehem 


By Dr. R. S. Beal, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Tucson, Arizona 


“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men 
from the east.to Jerusalem.”—Matt. 2:1. 


As we come to this time of year 
our minds and hearts reflect upon 
the birthplace of our Lord and 
happily we sing, 


“O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight.” 


The little town of Bethlehem is 
precious to our souls because 
boundless truths are _ revealed 
within its narrow limitations. 

I am not particularly interested 
in religious days for most of them 
tend to obscure rather than mag- 
nify the truth. Days set apart by 
men are of little worth and have 
no particular biblical sanction. In 
fact, the Apostle Paul expressed 
himself most vigorously in this 
respect. He wrote, “Ye observe 
days, and months, and times, and 
years. I am afraid of you, lest I 
have bestowed upon you labor in 
vain” (Gal. 4:10, 11). By the ob- 
servance of certain stated days, 
those early believers became 
bound by tradition and blinded to 
the liberties bestowed upon them 
by the grace of God. However, 
despite Paul’s warning, it is a 
good thing to think on the great 
truths of the Word of God on cer- 
tain days, provided it is the truth 
which concerns us, rather than the 
days. It would be just as proper to 
preach on the’ incarnation of the 
Lord Jesus Christ on the fourth 
of July as on the twenty-fifth 
day of December. 


We all recognize that through 
long centuries of custom Christ- 
mas is a precious time. It serves 
to take us to a wonderful little 
geographical spot around which 
most blessed memories gather—a 
little place which indeed is the 
revelation of life, and love and the 
very light of Heaven itself. At this 
particular spot God touched the 
earth in the person of His own 
Son. 


The little town of Bethlehem is 
not the first city or village men- 
tioned in the New ‘Testament. 
Realizing the New Testament is 
“the book of the generation of 
Jesus Christ ...” (Matt. 1:1), 
one would rather expect to find 
the birthplace of our Saviour 
standing in the very forefront. 
From the human point of view, 
we would have placed the text of 
this sermon as. the second verse 


“Glory, worship, laud, and blessing’’— 
Thus the choir triumphant sings; 
“Honour, riches, power, dominion’ — 
Thus its praise creation brings; 
Thou art worthy, Thou are worthy, 
Lord of lords and King of kings. 


ye of little faith? Therefore take 
eat? or, What shall we drink? or 


Look at verse 25: “Therefore I 
say unto you, Take no thought 
for your life.” Isn’t that strange? 
“Take no thought.. 


ofthe “first chapter rather thay’ oS© foes on to. say, “nor yet for 


your life or your body.” So take 
mm PERE AGS" GE Tae GeCone Chey no thought for your life or your 


body. Read again verse 31: 
Babylon is the first city men-| Therefore take no thought, say- 
tioned in the New Testament. It 


, ing; What shall we eat? or, What 
is referred to four times before} shall we drink, or, Wherewithall 
any other city is brought into 


: shall we be clothed?” 

view, and each time in connection} wo, verse 34: “Take there- 
with captivity. It is a very sober-| +. no thought for the morrow: 
ans contemplation to be reminded for the morrow shall take thought 
of sin and its dire results even in for the things of itself.” 

the genealogy of our Lord. Babel God says m3 “take no thought.” 
—— CONTIG, ONG sm PFO- | rot that 4 strange thing—“take 
uces confusion and bandage. This |. thought”? As I meditated to- 
city of scone government is men! day and yesterday on the account 
tioned twelve times in the New 8 tie Ciaieteieh ‘ainey | ead tae 
Testament, six of which are in , Serer, 


the book of Revelation, And know- | Pirth of Christ I was amazed at 
ing six to be the number of man some things I found about the at- 
eee Neate m4 . |titude of heart of those whom 
it is indeed a significant thing. ' ‘ 

God saw fit to bless. So in con- 
Eventually Babylon will be re- : ' ’ . 
built and will become the political nection with this Scripture, I will 
capital of the Antichrist, Satan’s speak on this gong theme of 
ittmantic. nian. Serving God Without Any Regard 


; for Consequences. We need to 

Since Matthew presents the|ceryve God on this basis, that our 
Lord Jesus in His kingly aspect,| minds are already made up, that 
it would seem logical to mention] we already know that it pays to 
Jerusalem first in the order of 


a serve God and to put Him first. 
the cities named. Jerusalem is the 
divinely appointed place of the 
King’s throne, and the city is 
mentioned 144 times in the New 
Testament, yet before Jerusalem 
comes Bethlehem. Jerusalem is a 
name which means “peace’’; Beth- 
lehem is a name meaning “house 
of bread.” Geographically this 
suggests there must be “broken 
bread” before there can be peace. 
Not until we see Him as the Bread 
from Heaven and realize in our 
hearts that He, as such, was bro- 
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Glory Co God! 


Glory be to Him who loved us, 

Washed us from each sinful stain; 
Glory be to Him who made us 

Priests and kings with Him to reign; 
Glory, worship, laud, and blessing, 

To the Lamb who once was slain. 


Glory to the King of angels, 

Glory to the Church’s King, 
Glory to the King of nations, 

Heaven and earth His praises sing; 
Glory ever and for ever 

To the King of Glory bring. 


Glory be to Thee, O Father, 
Glory be to Thee, O Son, 

Glory be to Thee, O Spirit, 
Glory be to God alone, 

As it was, is now, and shall be 
While the endless ages run. 


—Horatius Bonar 
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Decide This Christmas to 


Serve God Without Regard 
For Consequences 


By Dr. John R. Rice 


(SERMON PREACHED SUNDAY MORNING, DeceM2ER 24, 1939, 
CHURCH, DALLAS, STENOGRAPHICALLY REPORTED. ) 


“Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what 
ye-shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, 
raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking 
thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye thought 
for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Where- 
fore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and to- 
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O 
no thought, saying, 
, Wherewithall shall we be clothed? 
(For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness: 
shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: 
for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof.”—Matt. 6:25-34. 


and the body than 


they 


What shall we 


and all these things 


” Then the 


We need to come to the point 
where we can say, “I will not wor- 
ry about bread and meat, about 


friends, about whether .I-live or 


AT GALILEAN BAPTIST 


die. I am going to serve God with- 
out any regard to the conse- 
quences.” 


We Should Count the Cost and 
Settle It Once for All 


Yes, there is such a thing as 
counting the cost, and the Sav- 
iour said plainly that we are to 
do that. The Bible commands us 
to sit down and count the cost 
whether we will be Christians. 
That is like a man who builds a 
tower. He must sit down first and 
see how much it will cost. It is 
like a man who starts war. He 
had better figure out whether 
with his ten thousand men he can 
meet the other king with twenty 
thousand, and if so, go ahead. If 
not, then send an ambassage de- 
siring peace. Jesus said to count 
the cost about being a Christian. 

Do you mean business? Are you 
able to go right ahead and live for 


(Continued on page 5) 


Christmas 


We Air Mail Your 


Gift Card 


One More Chance to Send Christmas Gift Subscriptions 


to THE 


We have been so anxious for our 
friends to be able to send THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD as a Christmas 
gift. We had agreed that ordinar- 
ily we could not safely promise 
that people would get a card an- 
nouncing gift subscriptions if the 
subscriptions reached us much la- 
ter than December 10. Then we 
had a happy thought. Why not 
send gift announcement cards by 
air mail? Thus they would fly 
swiftly to any part of the United 
States and would be given priority 
over regular service mail. And by 
assigning workers specially to get- 
ting out these beautiful Christmas 
cards announcing your gift to 
loved ones or friends, we could 
thus make it possible for people to 
have another chance to send gift 
subscriptions. 


All right, we will pay the extra 
postage on our beautiful Christ- 
mas card, printed in two colors, 
which will announce that THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD will come for 
a full year as a Christmas gift 
from you. Now you do your part. 
Get your subscription in the mail. 
If you are far away, better send 
it air mail. And whether you send 
subscriptions at our special sub- 
scription offer—six yearly sub- 
scriptions for $10—and get free 
the Christian novel, Seeking a 
City; or whether you send twenty- 
five subscriptions at one time at 
the rock-bottom rate of $1.50 per 
year (to United States addresses) 
with no premium whatever, no 
free book; or whether you send 
one or two subscriptions at the 
regular rate, if you simply mark 
the subscription as a Christmas 
gift, we will rush an air mail post 
card announcing THE SworpD is to 
come a full year as a Christmas 
gift from you. This promise is good 
for all mail received by us from 
December 15 to Friday, December 
20. Please rush your subscriptions 
at once. 


SWORD 


Solve Many Christmas Prob- 
lems by Sending Subscriptions 

It is surprising and delightful 
how multitudes of people every- 


where, Christians and non-Chris- 
tians, rejoice to get THE SWORD OF 


(Continued on page 5) 


Pree 
$3 Novel 


This new novel on the life of Abraham, 
19 chapters, published by William Eerdmans 
Publishing House, available in bookstores, 
is yours free, postpaid, with 6 yearly sub- 
scriptions for $10 (add 50c per year for 
Canadian and foreign). 


Hurry Christmas gift subscriptions! Will 
send air mail Christmas cord announcing 
your gift. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Friday, December 13, 1957 


By a Pastor's Wife 


I remember a day one winter that stands out like a boulder 
in my life. The weather was unusually cold; our salary had not 
been reguiarly paid and it did not meet our needs when it was. 

My husband was away much of the time, traveling from one 
district to another. Our boys were well, but my little Ruth 
was ailing and at best none of us were décently clothed. I 
patched and repatched, with spirits sinking to the lowest ebb. 
The water gave out in the well and the wind blew through the 
cracks in the floor. 

The people in the parish were kind, and generous, too, but 
the settlement was new and each family was struggling for 
itself. Little by little, at the time I needed it most, my faith 
began to waver. 

Early in life I was taught to take God at His word, and I 
thought my lesson. was well learned, I had lived upon the 
promises in dark times until I knew, as David did, who was 
my Fortress and Deliverer. Now a daily prayer for forgive- 
ness was all that I could offer. 

My husband’s overcoat was hardly thick enough for Octo- 
ber. and he was often obliged to ride miles to attend some meet- 
ing or funeral. Many times our breakfast was Indian cake and a 
cup of tea without sugar. 

Christmas was coming; the children always expected their 
presents. I remember the ice was thick and smooth and the 
boys were each craving a pair of skates. Ruth, in some unac- 
countable way, had taken a fancy that the dolls I had made 
were no longer suitable; she wanted a nice large one, and in- 
sisted on praying for it. 

I knew it was impossible, but, oh! how I wanted to give each 
child his present, It seemed as if God had deserted us. But 
I did not tell my husband all this. He worked so earnestly and 
heartily, I supposed him to be as hopeful as ever. I kept the 
sitting room cheerful with an open fire, and I tried to serve 
our scanty meals as invitingly as I could. 

The morning before Christmas, James was called to see a 
sick man. I put up a piece of bread for his lunch—it was the 
best I could do—wrapped my plaid shawl around his neck 
and then tried to whisper a promise as I often had, but the 
words died away upon my lips. I let him go without it. 

That was a dark, hopeless day. I coaxed the children to 
bed early, for I could not bear their talk. When Ruth went, I 
listened to her prayer. She asked for the last timé most ex- 
plicitly for her doll and for skates for her brothers. Her bright 
face looked so lovely when she whispered to me, “You ‘know, 
I think they'll be here early tomorrow morning, Mamma,” that 
I thought I could move Heaven and earth to save her from 
disappointment. I sat down alone and gave way to the most bitter 
tears. 

Before long James returned, chilled and exhausted. He drew 
off his boots. The thin stockings clipped off with them and his 
feet were red with cold. “I wouldn’t treat a dog that way; let 
alone a faithful servant,” I said. Then as I glanced up and saw 
the hard lines in his face and the look of despair, it flashed 
across me that James had let go, too. 

I brought him a cup of tea, feeling sick and dizzy at the very 
thought. He took my hand and we sat for an hour without a 
word. I wanted to die and meet God and tell Him His promise 
wasn’t true—my soul was so full of rebellious despair. 

There came a sound of bells, a quick step and a loud knock 
at the door. James sprang up to open it. There stood Deacon 
White. “A box came by express just before dark. I brought it 
around as soon as I could get away. Reckoned it might be for 
Christmas. ‘At any rate,’ I said, ‘they shall have it tonight.’ 
Here is a turkey my wife asked me to fetch along and these 
other things I believe belong to you.” 

There were a basket of potatoes and a bag of flour. Talking 
all the time, he hurried in the box and then with a hearty 
good night he rode away. 
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Still without speaking, James found a chisel and opened the 
box. He drew out first a thick red blanket and we saw that 
beneath it, the box was full of clothing. It seemed at that 
moment as if Christ fastened upon me a look of reproach. 
James sat down and covered his face with his hands. “I can’t 
touch them,” he explained. “I haven’t been true, just when 
God was trying me to see if I could hold out. Do you think I 
could not see+how you were suffering? And I had no word of 
comfort to offer. I know now how to preach the awfulness of 
turning away from God.” 

“James,” I said, clinging to him, “don’t take it to heart like 
this. I am to blame. I ought to have helped you. We will ask 
Him together to forgive us.” 

“Wait a moment, dear. I cannot talk now.” Then he went 


A Chilling Christmas Cime 
On the Frontier 


into another room. I knelt down— 
and my heart broke. In an instant 
all the darkness, all the stubborn- 


ness rolled away! Jesus came 
again and stood before me, with 
the loving word, “Daughter!” 

Sweet promises of tenderness 
and joy flooded my soul. I was so 
lost in praise and gratitude that I 
forgot everything else. I do not 
know how long it was before 
James came back, but I Knew he, 
too, had found peace. 

“Now, my dear wife,” he said, 
“let us thank God together,” and 
he then poured out words of praise 
—Bible words, for— nothing else 
could express our thanksgiving. 

It was eleven o'clock; the fire 
was low and there was the great 
box with nothing touched but the 
warm blanket we needed. We piled 
on some fresh logs, lighted two 
candles and began to examine our 
treasures. 

We drew out an overcoat. I 
made James try it on—Jjust the 
right size—and I danced around 


him, for all my lightheartedness 


had returned. Then there was a 
cloak and he insisted on -seeing 
me in it. My spirits always in- 
fected him and we both laughed 
like foolish children. 

There were a warm suit of 
clothes also and three pairs of 
woolen hose. There were a dress 
for me and yards of flannel, a pair 
of arctic overshoes for each of us 
and in mine a slip of paper. I have 
it now and mean to hand it down 
to my children. It was Jacob's 
blessing to Asher: “Thy. shoes shall 
be iron and brass; and as thy days, 
so shall thy strength be.” In the 
gloves, evidently for James, the 
same dear hand had written: “I 
the Lord thy God will hold thy 
right hand, saying unto thee, Fear 
not; I will help thee.” 

It was a wonderful box and 
packed with thoughtful care. There 
were a suit of clothes for each of 
the boys and a little red gown for 
Ruth, There were mittens, scarfs, 
and hoods, and down in the center 
—a box. We opened it and there 
was a great wax doll!! I burst into 
tears again and James wept with 
me for joy. It was too much! And 
then we both exclaimed again, for 
close behind it came two pairs of 
skates. There were books for us 
to read—some of them I had 
wished to see—stories for the chil- 
dren to read, aprons and under- 
clothing, knots of ribbon, a gay 
little tidy, a lovely photograph, 
needles, buttons and thread; actu- 
ally a muff, and an envelope con- 
taining a ten-dollar gold piece. 

At last we cried over everything 
we took up. It was past midnight 
and we were faint and exhausted 


even with. happiness. I made a cup 
of tea, cut a fresh loaf of bread 
and James boiled some’ eggs. We 
drew up the table before the fire. 
How we enjoyed our supper! And 
then we sat talking over our life 
and how sure a help God always 
proved. 
You should have seen the chil- 
dren the next morning! The boys 
raised a shout at the sight of their 
skates—Ruth caught up her doll 
and hugged it tightly without a 
word; then she went into her room 
and knelt by her bed. 

When she came back she whis- 
pered to me, “I knew it would be 
here, Mama, but I wanted to thank 


God just the same, you know.” 

“Look here, wife, see the differ- 
ence!” We went to the window 
and there were the boys out of 
the house already and skating on 
the crust with all their might. 

My husband and I both tried to 
returh thanks to the church in the 
East that sent us the box—and 
have tried to return thanks unto 
God every day since. 

Hard times have come again and 
again, but we have trusted in Him 
—dreading nothing so much as 
a doubt of His protecting care. 
“They that seek the Lord shall not 
want any good thing.” 


—By a Pastor’s Wife 


s. | old-time, uncompromising, orthodox, 


f| aggressively evangelistic. It was to have high 


Lord, let me never be 
what I cannot be forever. 
—C. H. Spurgeon. 


AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER 


New York, N. Y.—One of the nation’s 
largest book publishers is seeking man- 
uscripts of all types—fiction, non-fic- 
tion, poetry. Special attention to new 
writers. If your work is ready for pub- 
lication, send for booklet SR—it’s free. 
Vantage Press, 120 W. 3ist St., New 
York 1, New York. 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING For those who can 
already play. EIGHTY Music- 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects —in- 
cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


Over Nine Thousand Students 
Send for FREE details. 


HARKNESS. CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot ploy but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat« 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts, 


Indicate course desired 


ROBERT HARKNESS “PASADENA 4, CALIF, 


Dr. Bob Jones nays: 


I want every orthodox, genuinely born- 
again Christian to read this statement, and 
I want you to keep this statement in your file. 

First: Nearly thirty-one years ago I 
founded Bob Jones University. It was to be an 
Christian 
base of testimony. It was to be definitely and 


academic standards, and it has from the day 
it was founded maintained such standards. But 
the first emphasis was not to be on a scientific 
laboratory, a library, and high academic stand- 
ards. The first emphasis was to be on the Word 


of God and the uncompromising, orthodox position written into the 
University charter and creed. 


Second: Every teacher that has taught in Bob Jones University 
from the day it was founded until now has signed a definite, clear-cut, 
uncompromising, orthodox statement. There have been two or three 
teachers in days gone by who signed our creed and came to teach in 
the institution but who, when we found out they were not sound, 
were ‘fired. 

Third: By the help and power of God, we have kept Bob Jones 
University for over thirty years true to the Word of God; and we 
have held our uncompromising, fighting, orthodox, evangelistic position. 
God has been good to Bob Jones University. 


Now, note this statement. We do not claim that Bob Jones Uni- 


.| versity is the only Christian institution in America, but we do claim 


that there is no other Christian educational institution on this conti- 
nent or anyWhere in the world where young people can get as many 
wonderful, essential, evangelistic, cultural, and orthodox Christian 
things wrapped up in the same package as they can get at Bob Jones 
University. 

Now, here is something we wish to make definitely clear. Under 
our bylaws and charter, Bob Jones University must stand uncompro- 
misingly for its orthodox position and must combat any effort to 
wipe out the line of demarcation between those who believe the Bible 
is the Word of God and those who believe the Bible just contains or 
may contain the Word of God. If Bob Jones University approved-of 
any evangelistic campaign sponsored by some preachers who do not 
believe in the verbal inspiration of the Bible in the original language, 
the virgin birth, the incarnation, the vicarious blood atonement, the 
bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, and salvation by grace 
through faith in His atoning blood, Bob Jones University, under its 
bylaws, would be compelled to close the school, sell the property, and 


use the money for the’ direct spread of the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth. 


Under our bylaws and charter, we must run Bob Jones University 
as it has been run and as it is now being run or we must close it. 
Now, Bob Jones University is doing exactly what it was founded to 
do. We are living up to what we pledged saints more than thirty years 


|} ago—saints who gave us money for the school and some of whom 


have since gone to be with the Lord. We are going to keep on keeping 
our promise. 

Now, if you folks who read this believe in the old-time religion 
and believe the Bible is the Word of God and do not believe in any 
religious pussyfooting or compromising and you want to be sure that 
your money is invested in an institution where there is not any com- 
promise then you can safely put your money in Bob Jones University. 
We are not going to get anybody’s money under false pretenses. We 
are going to use all the money invested by folks in the work of Bob 
Jones University for the purpose for which the institution was founded; 
and as long as the laws of the United States Government stand, it is 
mandatory that the school close if it does not continue to operate 
as it has beeh operating through the years. 

We are glad to tell you folks that we age having what we consider 
the most wonderful year we have ever had on Bob Jones University 
campus. The Lord is with us. We have the most wonderful Christian 
spirit, the most wonderful fellowship, and the most wonderful co- 
operation we have ever known. We are in the midst of the most won- 
derful year we have ever experienced, Please keep praying for us? 
and, remember, if you have any money that you want to invest in a 
good, old-time, uncompromising, fighting, orthodox cause, you can 
send it to Bob Jones University. Thank you, and God bless you. 
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A Delectable Menu! 


These Good Things Coming Up in THE SWORD in 1958. 
Don’t Miss Them! 


By the Editor 


For the months immediately ahead, we have, I believe, 
the best mass of Christian reading to come out in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD that we have ever had for a year 
ahead. Here we will tell you about some of the material which 
is already arranged for, for 1958. 


1, Award-Winning Evange- 
listic Sermons 


Before you read this issue of 
THE Sworp, our 1957 Sword Evan- 
gelistic Sermon Contest will have 
ended on December 1 (this is writ- 
ten November 25). What a big 
basket of sermons has been sub- 
mitted! They have come from all 
over the world: from England, 
Scotland,. Ireland, India, West Af- 
rica, Japan, *orea, Formosa, the 
Philippine Islands, Indonesia, Brit- 
ish West Indies, Australia, France, 
and from three provinces in Can- 
ada-—Alberta, Nova Scotia, and 
Ontario. They come from twenty- 
six of the United States. We have 
yet five days to go and doubtless 
many other sermons will come in. 


Some of these sermons are by 
famous men, others by men com- 
paratively unknown. Some ser- 
mons are ordinary, some are un- 
usually good, We are to award 
$1,600 in cash for the ten best of 
these evangelistic sermons, ser- 
mons addressed to the unsavedu 
Others of them which we count 
good enough for publication in THE 
SworD OF THE Lorp will be pur- 
chased, and the prize-winning ser- 
mons and the best of others will be 
published in 1958! We make bold 
to say that doubtless the greatest 
sermons published in this genera- 
tion appear in THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp. This sermon contest is not a 
gamble. It is *not decided by 


. chance or whim. The men who re- 


ceive these fine awards really 
earned them by the study and 
prayer and work. they spent on 
preparing the greatest sermons to 
the unsaved that will be published 
in 1958. We beg you not to miss 
these evangelistic sermons to be 
published. in THE SworRD OF THE 
LorD in 1958. 


2. A New Series of Bible 
Crossword Puzzles 


We begin, with the first issue in 
January, a brand-new series of 
fifty-two Bible crossword puzzles, 
prepared by a noble Christian. The 
series cost us about $400. All are 
on the New Testament, and the 
careful student will learn great 
riches from the Word of God 
through working these crossword 
puzzles. There will be a new pam- 
phiet given every week to win- 
ners. And those who work cor- 
rectly fifty out of fifty-two cross- 
word puzzles in 1958 will receive 
free a beautiful, valuable Scofield 
Reference Bible. You will not want 
to miss this series, Be sure to 
start with the first issue and earn 
this valuable Scofield Reference 


Bible, besides a lovely award each 


week when you send the correct 
answers on time. 


3. A New “Jungle Doctor” 
Series Coming 

Some of the most popular ma- 
terial ever published in THe Sworp 
OF THE LoRD were the missionary 
stories about Jungle Doctor, writ- 
ten by Missionary Paul White, 
about his work in Tanganyika, 
East Africa. They are charming, 
thrilling. They make missions live. 
They teach people the plan of sal- 
vation; they exalt faith in Christ. 
At hundreds of dollars of expense, 
we are buying another series of 
these Jungle Doctor tales, and they 


‘will be run in THE SWoRD OF THE 


Lorp early in 1958. Children and 
young people love them, but their 
missionary importance is so great 
and they are so fascinatingly writ- 
ten, that older people find them 
equally entrancing. You will not 
want to miss this great series of 
Jungle Doctor stories, attractively 
illustrated, to be published in THE 
SWORD soon. 


4, Eight Articles on Predesti- 
nation, Election, Foreordina- 
tion by the Editor Already 
Written for THE 
SWORD 


THE SWORD OF THE LorpD, while 
it is primarily an evangelistic and 
revival weekly, does more teach- 
ing on doctrine than any other of 
the Christian magazines with a 
nation-wide circulation, as far as 
we know. 

The editor has prepared a series 
of eight articles, which are later to 
appear in book form, for THE 
SWORD OF THE Lorp on the general 
subject of “Predestined to Hell?” 
These articles show what hyper- 
Calvinists actually teach, and show 
how they come to such conclusions 
by misunderstanding some Scrip- 
tures, by perverting others, and 
totally ignoring a great mass of 
plain scriptural teachings. These 
articles show that God has planned 
so that anybody in the world who 
will may be saved, that God en- 
lightens every person who comes 
into the world so that he could 
turn to Christ and be saved, and 
that God has abundant invitations 
for whosoever will to repent and 
turn to Christ. These articles show 
that the only predestination taught 
in the Bible is based on God’s fore- 
knowledge. He only predestinates 
those to be saved whom He knows 
will trust Christ as Saviour. He 
does not predestinate anybody to 
be lost, and no Scripture teaches 
such a thing. God does plan for 
nations, individuals, and events, 
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but He does not by predestination 
take away from men the right of 
moral choice. God does not make 
anybody do wrong, has not made 
it so anyone needs to go to Hell, 
and is not willing that any should 
perish. This series of articles, we 
think, is important, and readers 
would hope not to miss one. 


5. Nine More Sermons by Dr. 
Lee Roberson on the Second 
Coming 


We have published eight ser- 
mons by Dr. Lee Roberson on the 
second coming of Christ. There 
are nine more sermons by Dr. Rob- 
erson coming. This pastor of one of 
the greatest churches in the world, 
with 13,000 members, a pastor who 
baptizes some 1,200 new converts 
every year, has learned how to 
make Bible teaching attractive 
and how to apply it to the daily 
life of Christians. You should not 
miss these great messages. They 
are simple but suggestive and 
scriptural. Pastors wil! want to get 
suggestions from them and Chris- 
tians will want to have problems 
cleared up by them. 


6. Present Great Features 
Continue 


We will continue in THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD to report revival cam- 
paigns in America and around the 
world. We will continue to publish 
blessed and Spirit-anointed ser- 
mons, both by living preachers and 
great men of the past. THE Sworp 
OF THE Lorp will continue in its 
plainly announced policy, which it 
has followed for twenty-three 
years, It will be still “An Inde- 
pendent Christian Weekly, Stand- 
ing for the Verbal Inspiration of 
the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His 
Blood Atonement, Salvation by 
Faith, New Testament Soul Win- 
ning and the Premillennial Return 
of Christ. Opposes Modernism, 
Worldliness and Formalism.” 

We are planning still on a pic- 
torial series of articles on the 
greatest soul-winning churches in 
the world, These churches will be 
based on the church membership, 
their average Sunday School at- 
tendance for the past year, and the 
number of converts baptized. Each 
article will be accompanied, God 
willing, with a photograph of the 
building, the great congregation, 
the pastor, etc. It will take ex- 
tensive travel and much work. But 
no Christian magazine has done 
any extensive work on this great 
theme. And what magazine would 
be fitted to do it with the empha- 
sis on soul winning and faithful- 
ness to Christ and the Bible like 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD? It would 
take a large weekly magazine to 
print the many articles and pic- 
tures involved in less than a year. 
Magazines with small circulation 
could not afford the expense. 

Do not miss THE Sworp for 1958. 
God is helping us to prepare a 
delectable menu for Sworp read- 
ers. 

Be sure to renew your own sub- 
scription and send THE Sworp to 
others for 1958! 

You may send twenty-five year- 
ly subscriptions with United States 
addresses for only $1.50 per year 
($37.50 for twenty-five yearly sub- 
scriptions), provided you send all 
twenty-five subscriptions at one 
time, and remembering that no 
premium, no gift book can be giv- 
en with subscriptions at this price. 
Canadian and foreign’ subscrip- 
tions may be sent within this plan, 
provided 50c extra is added to pay 
the postage we are required to pay 
to each foreign address. 

Or you may send six yearly sub- 
scriptions for $10 and receive free 
the editor's new $3 novel on the 
life of Abraham, SHEKING A 
CITY. These nineteen chapters of 
Bible truth, inspiration, and enter- 
tainment are yours free, with six 
yearly subscriptions for $10. 

Subscriptions may be either new 
or renewal. Be sure to include 
your own renewal for several 
years ahead, while you can save 
money. 

If you send Christmas gift sub- 
scriptions now and will rush them, 
we promise to rush air mail 
Christmas. gift cards announcing 
to your friends that you are send- 
ing THE SworD OF THE LorD. By 
sending the cards alr mail we are 
still allowed to make this offer 
for Christmas subscriptions. So 
rush your subscriptions and up 
until December 20 we will mail a 
card air mail announcing your gift. 

Address the Sword of the Lord, 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Ill, 
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Evangelist Robert £L.Sumner 


High School Sex Clubs 

The flood of pornographic lit- 
erature, the low caliber of love 
presented in movie and television 
scenes, and the failure of Ameri- 
can parents to develop character 
in their offspring has resulted in 
a host of “sex clubs” in our high 
schools and junior high schools 
acvéss the country. The latest of 
many to come to my attention 
was in Augusta, Georgia, where 
two clubs were uncovered by au- 
thorities—one named the “Non- 
Virgin Club” and the other the 
“Black Angels.” 


Investigators learned about the 
“Non-Virgin Club,” a senior high 
school group, when one girl turned 
over a book roster containing the 
names of members and answeis to 
several personal questions. She 
turned the book in to her teacher 
although the girl inviting her to 
join threatened, “TI have a switch- 
blade knife in my pocketbook. If 
you talk about our club I'll cut 
you to pieces.” The other club, 
the “Black Angels,” was’a junior 
high school group and members 
of both clubs carried knives. 
~ How rapidly America is going 
downhill in matters of morals! 
In the last six years there has 
been a thirty-six per cent increase 
in the birth of illegitimate ba- 
bies, with a crop of 176,600 born 
last year. Forty per cent of these 
unwed mothers are teenagers. 
One magazine, Better Homes and 
Gardens, reported that the aver- 
age age of 176 mothers who bore 
children out of wedlock in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, during one period of 
time was-14 years and 6 months! 
The same magazine stated that in 
one school year at Cleveland there 
were fifty cases of pregnancy in 
one junior high school and thirty- 
five cases of pregnancy in another. 
All these were junior high school 
girls! 

Los Angeles also has reported 
a great increase in venereal dis- 


Contributing Editor 


ease and illegitimacy 
teenagers. AS a matter of fact, 
the Los Angeles Times recently 
reported that there is more ven- 
nereal disease among Los Angeles 
teenagers than all other com- 
municable diseases combined. The 
same article declared that gonor- 


among their 


rhea had increased one hundred 
per cent in eight years and that 
unwed teenage mothers in that 


city number in the thousands ev- 
ery year, The Times article, trying 
to get to the heart of the matter, 
asked: “Is the nation’s sex pat- 
tern changing? Is.there too much 
sex stimulus in movies, television, 
music? Are youngsters aware of 
the consequences of VD and un- 
married pregnancy?” But while 
these things play a role in the 
decline of our morals, the prin- 
ciple problem lies in our failure 
to reach these young people with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thank 


God for Youth for Christ, high 
school Bible clubs, Child Evangel- 
ism, youth camps, and local 


churches with their own programs 
designed to reach the young peo- 
ple. But, sadly, we must confess 
we are failing to reach the vast 
majority of these youth with the 


Truth. Simee “the night is far 
spent, the day is at hand” (Rom. 
13:12), let us hasten to reach as 


many of these precious young peo- 
ple for Christ as possible before 
we hear the shout, the voice of 
the archangel, and the trump of 
God (I Thess. 4:16). 


* * * 


WELFARE COSTS OF ALL 
KINDS WILL EXCEED $14 BIL- 
LION IN THE UNITED STATES 
DURING 1957, EXPERTS HAVE 
ESTIMATED! AMERICAN SO- 
CIALISM IS ON THE MARCH! 


* * ca 


Evangelist Sumner may be seen and heards 
Thru December 15: 


Calvary Baptist Church 
Moweaqua, Hlinois 


New Crossword Puzzle Series 


Last week we announced a new 
series of crossword puzzles to be- 
gin with the January 3 issue of 
THE SWORD OF THE LorpD. These 
puzzles will be based upon the 
New Testament and the answers 
to the various clues will all be 
found in a single passage of Scrip- 
ture. It will not be necessary to 
jump all over to find the answers, 
but you will be able to read one 
portion of the Bible, then work 
the puzzle. 

We also announced that profit- 
able prizes would be given to 
those who send in the correct puz- 
zies within the proper time limits 
stated when the puzzle appears in 
the paper. With the present series 
of puzzles you have had to keep 
several cards, then return them 
for vour free gift. With the new 
series you will receive your free 
gift just as soon as we receive 
your correct puzzle. 


Special Benus 

Then, as a special bonus, we 
are going to give a free Scofield 
Reference Bible to every reader 
who sends in fiftv correct puz- 
zlies during 1958. That is, if all 
your answers are correct cach 
week for fifty weeks, at the end 
of the vear we will send you a 
Scofield Reference Bible absolute- 
lv free. This allows you to miss 
two during the year. This Bible 
is cloth bound with square cor- 
ners, red edges and protective.dust 
jacket. It has the large size, 
black face tvne, it is 5%” by 
8 1/8” by 1 1/8”, has colored maps 
and indexed atlas. You will find 
it an especially handy and help- 
ful study Bible. Remember. this 
is our free gift to you only if you 


send in fifty puzzles without error — 
during the coming year. 


Free Gifts Every Week! 

But that is not all! For every 
single puzzle sent to us correctly 
answered, we will send you a free 
gift. Usually that gift will be 
in the form of a_ booklet, but 
sometimes it may be a book mark, 
plaque or something else. By way 
of example, for those who send in 
the puzzle found in the January 


3 issue correctly filled out, we 
will send a free copy of E. M. 
Bounds’ famous work, Power 
Through Prayer. 


This is one thing you don’t want 
to lose out on, but be prepared 
to work the first puzzle starting 
with the first issue of THE SWorRD 
OF THE LorpD in 1958 so that you 
will be eligible to receive tne free 
Scofield Reference Bible. It would 
be a good idea also to check your 
subscription expiration date! 
What a tragedy it would be if 
THE Sworp stopped coming right 
in the middle of the contest and 
you missed over two weeks, there- 
by disqualifying yourself for the 
Bible! 

Remember, the new series of 
puzzles, The New Testament in 
Crossword Puzzles, will begin with 
the Pie riget 3 issue. 
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We never know what 
strencth is till our own weak- 
ness drives us to trust omnip- 
otence; never understand how 
safe our refuge is till all other 
refuges fail us.—C. H. Spur- 
geon. 
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Town of 


Bethlehem 


(Continued from page 1) 


ken for us, can we find Jesus up- 
on the throne of His glory. It is 
a humbling truth, nevertheless 
vital to our salvation. Thus we 
see the gospel story in geography. 

It is interesting to observe that 
the first mention of God in the 
New Testament is different from 
that in the Old Testament. Let 
us compare Genesis 1:1 and 
Matthew 1:23, “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the 
earth,” “Behold, a virgin shall be 
with child, and shall bring forth 
a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpret- 
ed is, God with us.” In a sense 
these two statements mark the 
difference in the message of the 
two Testaments. In the former it 
is God the Creator, in the latter 
it is God the Saviour. 


We are going to look very close- 
ly at the little town of Bethle- 
hem in order to discover some of 
the glorious gems of divine reve- 
lation which God has concealed 
within its bounds. First, let us 
view it 


Historically 

Our fancy takes us to an ele- 
vated spot where we can view the 
procession as it moves toward the 
city in response to Caesar’s edict. 
A census is made for the purpose 
of increasing his revenue from the 
country. Every man is required 
to register at the place of his 


OUR KINSMAN-- 
REDEEMER 


The incarnation of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ and His birth of a virgin 
is a basic truth of our Christian 
faith. God became man. This is 
not merely 
the sublimest fact of eternity be- 
cause only through human birth 
and normal development could Je- 
sus become our eternal High 
Priest, our Kinsman-Redeemer. 


Leviticus 25:47,48 sets forth 
God’s rule of redemption. The Is- 
raelite who had sold himself into 
slavery could be redeemed only by 
one of his brethren. The redeemer 
must be a kinsman! Here we have 
one of the reasons for the incar- 
nation. It follows that God must 
become man in order to be our 
Kinsman-Redeemer. 


God became our kinsman, As we 
ponder this our heart is filled with 
overflowing awe. The message of 
the incarnation is the message of 


a phase in time but- 


birth, and the highways are 
crowded with those who believed 
it best to obey his voice. One can 
see a group of aged men trudging 
along and complaining because a 
foreign government made the 
tedious journey obligatory. Others 
are talking excitedly among them- 
selves discussing the glory of the 
nation, and thinking of that time 
when Israel should be delivered 
and become the head of the na- 
tions. They have treasured in 
their hearts the promise of the 
Messiah. 


I can also visualize a group of 
young men whose souls are em- 
bittered against the foreigners 
who have invaded their land and 
are responsible for this iniquitous 
registration. The spirit of nation- 
alism is blazing in their eyes and 
they long for Jehovah to raise up 
some one to break the yoke of 
Caesar’s bondage. One can see the 
little children running back and 
forth finding opportunity in the 
pilgrimage to meet other children 
and thus multiplying their plea- 
sures. 


Amid it all, a man passed along 
the dusty road carrying a burden 
upon his back and leading an ass 
upon which his wife sat. His name 
was Joseph, her name was Mary. 
He was a carpenter who had left 
his work in obedience to the em- 
peror’s command. They traveled 
slowly along the highway and 
looked as if they were the cus- 
todians of some great secret. In- 
deed they were! The unusual soft- 
ness in Mary’s eyes, and the 
knightly tenderness in Joseph’s 
voice revealed that they were ex- 
pecting God to enrich their lives 
with a baby. 

Following them in inkagination. 
as they entered Bethlehem we see 
how they made their way to the 
inn, where they expected to find 
shelter, but there was no room for 
them there. All available space 
was occupied and no one. had 
enough sympathy to surrender his 
room for the sake of the expec- 
tant mother. The innkeeper could 
find no other accommodations for 
them except the manger and here 
they made themselves as comfort- 
able as circumstances would per- 
mit. That night, as the sun bent 
down and kissed the earth good 
night, God stooped low and placed 
a kiss of “love upon the brow of 
humanity, and then gently laid in 
the arms of Mary, His Son, the 
little Lord Jesus. 


Let us remember that the slow 
journey, the crowded inn, and the 
empty manger were all timed of 
God. “In the fulness of time” Je- 
sus. came, exactly the way God 
had ordained. What a story his- 
tory tells, and the one who said 
that “history was His story’’ was 
indeed right. In that manger was 
One who has been rightly called 
“the hinge of history.” 

We now wish to glance at Beth- 
lehem 


Prophetically 
This little village as a subject 
of prophecy stands connected with 


the “Kinsman” who came to be/|the kingship of our Lord and is, 
our Redeemer. How we rejoice in|in a sense, the gateway of hope 
this truth, but our rejoicing is|for a lost and dying world. No 
tempered with sadness as we | Sooner do we read of the birth- 


the flesh who 
Him who came 
from their sins. 


do not know of. 


Your prayers will help us to be 
more fully ministers of His saving 
grace in bringing the Gospel of re- 
demption to Israel so that they, 
too, may come to rejoice with us 1n 
the incarnate Lord Jesus Christ. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS ------~-; 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


236 West 72nd Street, 
New York 23, N. Y. 
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I do want to heJp spread the knowledge 
and work of our Kinsman-Redeemer. 


ROL Use it ag God 


directs to make known to Israel] the 
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saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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| place 
think of our kinsmen according to | 
| question 


to save His people| | 


the Saviour than the 
is asked, “Where is he 
is born King of the Jews? 
.”’ (Matt. 2:2). The next verse 
indicates how an earthly king was 
troubled. An angel steps into the 
picture with a glorious announce- 
ment and we hear him say, “For 
unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 

Prophetically, Bethlehem is the 
city of David, and some day great 
David's greater Son will walk its 
streets again, not as a little child, 
but as King of kings and Lord 
of lords. David's family lived in 
Bethlehem, and for thirteen hun- 
dred years before the birth of the 
Lord Jesus, the royal ancestors 
of Christ lived there. 

In this quaint little town was 
the grave of Rachel, “And Rachel 
died, and was buried in the way 
of Ephrath, which is Bethlehem” 
(Gen, 35:19). It was the home of 
Ruth and Boaz, the birthplace of 
David, and the very place where 
he was anointed king. It. is for 
this reason that Luke calls it “the 
city of David.” This place ’was 
peculiar to the family life of 
David, especially during the years 
of its obscurity. Jerusalem was 
the center of the regal experiences 
of David, as it will be with the 
Lord Jesus, but Bethlehem stood 


of 


that 


connected with His humility in 
accord with prophetic utterance. 


We rejoice today because we 
khow a King was born in the lit- 
tle town of Bethlehem and though 
today He is earth’s rejected king, 
some day He will return as its 
rightful King, not to wear a crown 
of thorns as He did once, but a 
caiadem given Him of His Father. 
How wonderful to read, “And 
thou Bethlehem, in the land of 
Juda, art not the least among the 
princes of Juda: for out of thee 
shall come a Governor, that shall 
rule my people Israel’. (Matt. 
2:6). It is significant that among 
all the objections which the Jews 
raise against Christ, they never 
question His Davidic descent. This 
to us means that He stands con- 
nected with a throne, though this 
fact of course is denied by the 
Jews. 


We will consider the birthplace 
of our Lord 


Spiritually 

Bethlehem had the distinction 
of having two names by which it 
was known. Our own city is simi- 
lar in this respect for it is known 
as Tucson and also as the Old 
Pueblo. The prophet Micah used 
both names, “But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me that is to-be ruler 
in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlast- 
ing” (Micah 5:2). The meaning 
of the former name is, as I have 
already mentioned, “House of 
Bread” whereas the latter means 
“fruitfulness” which was the 
name of this village in the days of 
Jacob: 


While the Apostle John in his 
gospel of the deity of our Lord 
does not make mention of His 
birthplace, he does make a beauti- 
ful contribution to the story of 
Bethlehem. Recording the words 
of Jesus, he wrote, “For the bread 
of God is he which cometh down 
from heaven, and giveth life unto 
the world” (John 6:33), and again, 
“T am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; 


and he that believeth on me shall 


never thirst” (John 6:35). 


All of us need to journey to 


Bethlehem, and by faith partake 
of the nourishing Bread of Hea- 
ven. It is found in the glorious 
truth of His incarnation and ad- 
vent into the world. As we feast 
on Him we shall find He is our 
satisfying portion. Too often we 
have missed the House of Bread 
as we have gone along our pilgrim 
way. Our fruitfulness depends 
wholly-on unceasing feasting upon 
the true Bread which cometh 
down from above. Bethlehem is 
where the table is spread and to 
which place we are invited to 
come and partake of the bounties 
of Him who “. . . was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might 
be rich” (II Cor. 8:9). 


I want you to contemplate with 
me another aspect of this town of 
tender memories. Let us think of 
it 


Providentially 


We can all bear testimony to 
the wonders of God's. providences. 
All things are known unto Him 
from the beginning, and He can 
see where we cannot, and He 
knows what we do not know at 
present. Many great cities existed 
at the time of the birth of Christ 
and their fame spread abroad. 
Athens was the world’s intellec- 
tual center. Rome was the politic- 
al mistress of nations, while 
Ephesus and Alexandria were at 
the pinnacle of their glory. Jeru- 
salem was the religious center of 
the whole earth because the tem- 
ple of God was located within 
its bounds. Yet none of these were 
selected by our heavenly Father 
as the birthplace of His Son. 
What was great in the eyes of 
man amounted to nothing in God’s 
sight. 

While Bethlehem was always 
small and well-nigh obscure, yet 
there came a moment when it 
eclipsed Rome and Athens, and 
Corinth, and Babylon, and Antioch 
and all the other cities of. the 
known world. No wonder Mieah 
wrote of Bethlehem, ““Though thou 
be little among the thousands of 
Judah” and we might say practic- 
ally unknown among the thou- 
sands of the world, it is remem- 
hered and revered as no other 
place. 


In his enumeration of the cities 
and villages of his time, Joshua 
made no mention of Bethlehem. 
Rehoboam made it a sort of out- 
lying fortress for the city of Jeru- 
salem. Nehemiah in his list of 
Judean villages compiled after the 
captivity made no mention of it. 
Even in the New Testament this 
town is not mentioned at all save 
in connection with the birth of our 
Saviour. Historically, geographic- 
ally, and economically it had lit- 


tle value. God is not dependent, 


upon the great and mighty things 
of this world through whi¢h to 
accomplish His purposes. He de- 
lights to take the weak things, 
the insignificant things, and the 
things which men despise as the 
means of bringing glory to Him- 
self and blessing to others. 


If some of us have felt ourselves 
too insignificant to make any sort 
of an impact for God in the world, 
let us go to Bethlehem. There 
we will see how out of a smal 
and seemingly insignificant place, 
mighty things have come and 
truths have been revealed which 
are so profound that only by the 
miracle-working power of the 
Spirit of God, can men come to 
understand and appreciate them. 

We must give heed to Bethle- 
hem 


Typically 

Upon the advent of the Saviour, 
Bethlehem became a place of 
praise and adoration. The wise 
men came to this place with their 
gifts, 
their way to it singing His praises. 
In any contemplation of the birth 
of our Lord we must keep in mind 
the supreme object of His appear- 
ance in the world, namely, His 
death. He came to die and to give 
His life a ransom for the many. 
The wise men brought myrrh 
which was a bitter substance sig- 
nifying the bitterness of His 
death. 

To the shepherds was given the 
sign of the swaddling clothes, 
“And this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, ly- 
ing in a manger’ (Luke 2:12). 
No other babe in that place wore 
such garments, and perhaps these 
were the only ones which for the 
moment could be secured. All that 
could be found were grave clothes 
used in burial services. Thus the 
infant was wrapped in that which 
pointed to the divine purpose for 
which He came into the world— 
He was literally clothed in death. 

The manger is not without its 
typical aspect also. Almost in- 
stinctively the sheep would seek a 
manger for the birth of their 
lambs, and lo, on that most event- 
ful of all nights, a Lamb was born 
in a manger destined to be the 
world’s great sacrifice for salva- 
tion. 

We have often wondered why 
those who reject the virgin birth 
of our Lord and all that clusters 
about Bethlehem should celebrate 
the time we call Christmas. To the 
modernist the unique birth of our 
Lord was foolishness and only an 


and the shepherds found 


attempt on the part of Christian- 
ity to match the _ stupendous 
claims of a pagan world concern- 
ing virgin-born founders. Logi- 
cally, the modernist has no Christ- 
mas and by all means should pass 
by this season with utter indiffer- 
ence because its significance is too 
absurd for his superior intellect. 


It is interesting to note how 
Luke records a singular circum- 
stance attending the birth of Je- 
sus, “And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the hea- 
venly host praising God .. .” 
(Luke 2:13). “And suddenly” sug- 
gests the way God often does 
things. We have imagined that 
possibly in years to come we 
might get an answer to our pray- 
ers or that our heavenly Father 
would effect some _ deliverance, 
but to think of Him doing it at 
once seems incredible. God loves 
to do things in this way, and as 
He did with Daniel, He sometimes 
interrupts our prayers with the 
answer before they are completed. 
If we have faith to expect great 
things from God we will be privi- 
leged to see and experience sudden 
answers beyond and above any- 
thing which we so much as ask or 
think. Nothing pleases God more 
than to make manifest to His peo- 
ple His own presence and power 
in the hour of their need. His 
grace is sure and swift. 
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THE LorD. The other day in Whea- 
ton Christian workers visited an 
old Catholic woman. One of the 
workers had in hand a copy of THE 
SworD OF THE LorD, and with 
beaming face this-Catholic woman 
said, “There! I used to read that 
paper in the Wheaton Library! It 
is a wonderful paper. I always had 
them save the copy for me. But 
now it has quit coming to the li- 
brary and I did not know where to 
get it!” Two Christian workers 
looked at each other with aston- 
ishment, then one of them prompt- 
ly renewed THE SWORD OF THE 
LorpD subscription to the Wheaton 
Library and the other paid for a 
year’s subscription to the Catholic 
women who was so greatly moved 
by THE SworRD OF THE LorD! 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD makes 
an ideal gift. First, it is the kind 
of a gift that a Christian ought to 
give. It represents Christ and the 
Bible. Second, it is dignified, re- 
spectable, serious. Everyone who 
receives it will know that someone 
seriously thought of them and 
meant. love and good wishes by 
sending the paper. It is not just a 
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nominal gift. People give such 
gifts who mean to be a blessing. 
Third, who can tell what good will 
come from such a Christmas gift 
which comes every week in the 
year! Souls are saved, Christians 
are built up, and people are taught 
in the Word of God by THE Sworp 
OF THE Lorp. 


Another fine reason for sending 
THE SWORD OF THE Lorp is the con- 
venience with which a number of 
Christmas gift problems can be 
solved at once. Simply fill out the 
names and addresses of the group 
of people you want to remember 
lovingly this Christmas time. En- 
close $10 for each six subscrip- 
tions and say frankly where you 
want the free premium book, 
Seeking a City, to be mailed. The 
subscriptions may be either new or 
renewal. For each Canadian or for- 
eign subscription add 50c extra 
for extra postage. Mark the sub- 
scriptions which are to be Christ- 
mas gifts. Rush the list to us with 
$10 for each six subscriptions. We 
will immediately send an air mail 
Christmas card announcing to the 
ones whose names you send us, 
that they are to receive THE 
SworD OF THE LorD as a Christmas 
present from you for the entire 
year. How easy, and yet how bles- 
sed it is to send Christmas gift 
subscriptions to this paper which 
represents Christ and the Bible! 


Please rush your subscriptions. 
And if you would rather send 
twenty-five or more subscriptions 
at the rock-bottom price of $1.50 
per year (but you get no free pre- 
mium, no free book at this rate), 
we would still be glad to send 
cards announcing Christmas gifts, 
provided you rush the subscrip- 
tions to us and mark plainly which 
are Christmas gifts. Use coupon 
below. 
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God, with your mind made up to 
turn your back on sin and live for 
God? Christians ought to do that, 
but that is something that ought to 
happen just once. We should get 
it settled once for all, “I am for 
God; I can risk Him, and I will 
do what He says.” After that, a 
Christian ought to come to the 
place where he can say, “I will 
not take thought for my life. I will 
not take thought for my body. I 
will not take thought for what I 
eat or drink or .what I wear. I 
will not take thought for tomor- 
row, but will leave that with God. 
Already I have counted the cost 
and tried God, and already I have 
found it pays to serve Him. Al- 
ready I have found God can be 
trusted. I can serve Him in the 
dark without knowing the future. 
I can serve God without a guar- 
antee. I can serve God without 
any visible evidence as to how He 
will bring me out. I can serve 
God without any regard for the 
consequences.” 


We can count the cost, then 
having counted the cost, have our 
minds made up. 


You men, how would you like 
to marry a woman who would say, 
“Yes,” then before you can ever 
get married, you would have to 
reconvince her forty times? Then 
when finally you got married, she 
would say, “But I want to stay 
here and live with mother.” And 
you would have to settle that 
question again. Then when the 
question came up of what kind 
of a house you would live in, she 
would say, “Well, if I can’t have 
such and such a house, I think 
I would be better off to Yo back 
home and live with mother.” And 
every time you turn around the 
question comes up again. And all 
the time your wife stayed with 
you as your wife, it would have to 
be on the basis that you would 
fight it out again every day that 
you could give her more than her 
mother and dad could. 

Or -how would you like to live 
with a woman when it was an 
open question every day whether 
she could be true to you and live 
with you and wear your name? 


Then what does God think about 
it when a man claims to be a 
Christian and every day the open 
question has to be argued out 
again about everything God ever 
tells him to do? How do you think 
God feels when He comes to a 
Christian and that Christian says, 
“Yes, Lord, I will follow You 
where You lead me, will go where 
You want me to go,” then every 
time, even if it is only the prcepo- 
sition of ten cents out of one dol- 
lar, it has to be argued out and 
weighed all over again whether it 
pays to tithe, and you wonder if 
vou can afford to do this and won- 
der how you can live if you do as 
God says? 


Every time there is*a chance to 
serve God, you have to put it un- 
der a microscope and check it very 
earefully to see whether it -pays 
or not. And when you come to 
teach a Sunday School class, you 
have to weigh whether to give up 
shows and whether you can afford 
to be here every Sunday when you 
want to go see Mother. If you 
were God, would you like to have 
a bunch of Christians: who were 
never settled whether they mean 
business or not, and every time 
God tells them to do something, 
it has to be fought out again? 


What I am talking about this 
morning is that there ought to 
come a time when every Christian 
could settle once and for all, “I 
will serve God without regard to 
eonsequences. I have «already 
counted the cost and decided it is 
worth while.” You ought to make 
up your mind that whatever comes 
tomorrow, you will be right in 
the will of God. God says to take 
no thoyght for tomorrow. Take 
no thought for your body. Take no 
thought of what you eat .and 
drink. Take no thought! Wouldn't 


gard to the consequences? 


Marv Served God Without 
Taking Thought for 
Consequences 


First, let me call your attention 
to those connected with the birth 


. . « serve God Without 
Regard for Consequences 


5 


you like to serve God without re- | 


of Christ. Oh, how sweet is the 
story! 

There was a virgin girl. One day 
as she sat alone I think she 
prayed. The angel of the Lord 
appeared to her and said, “Fear 
not, Mary.” Read it in Luke 1:26- 
37. 

Imagine how startled she was! 
Her face must have turned white 
as the angel appeared. And he 
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© for a _ passionate 
souls, 
O for a pity that yearns! 
O for the love that loves 
death, 
O for the fire that burns! 
O for the pure prayer-power that 
prevails, 
That pours itself out for the lost 
Victorious prayer in the Con- 
queror’s Name, 
O for a Pentecost! 
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unto 


—Amy Carmichael 
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REV. WILLARD WYATT of 
Boulevard Heights Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia, recently held 
a revival at Achor Baptist Church, 
Negley, Ohio, where Rev. T: E. 
Uliman is pastor. In the 9 days, 
Mr. Wyatt reports many conver- 
sions, including a 79-year-old 
woman. He states: “I am resign- 
ing my church this month to go 
into full-time evangelism, and am 


anxious to fill my dates with 
Spirit-directed revivals.” 
He may be addressed: 1859 


Stanton Road, Apt. 2, East Point, 
Georgia. 
* * * 

EVANGELIST DEL 
FEHSENFELD = (4521 
Kansas City, Missouri) and song- 
leader Warren Steward were re- 
cently at Grace Baptist Church in 
Des Moines, Iowa, for eleven days. 
Pastor H. Van Kommer writes 
of many victories won during this 
time. “On the first Sunday an 
alcoholic was saved who had gone 
through $60,000 in three years be- 
cause of liquor’; later he tells of 
‘‘a Catholic man who led Ris whole 
family down the aisle for baptism 
and church membership”; then “a 
cancerous sore in the church for 
several years was healed.” Thirty- 
one made first-time decisions the 
last Sunday. About. ten others 
were saved_in other services. 


vangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


(NOTE: We are happy to publish honest reports of blessed revivals from trustworthy 
evangelists and churches. However, if you send us your report for publication, PLEASE 
give exact statistics, as far as possible, concerning conversions, rededications additions, 
We especially appreciate reports from pastors and 


Jarboe, | 


He highly commends the work 
of the evangelist. 
* * * 
EVANGELIST TOM LANDERS 
held a fine revival at Monett, Mis- 
sourl, October 7-20, according to 
Rev. C. R. Horne, pastor of First 
3aptist Church in Monett. There 
were 80 professions of faith, 7 ad- 
ditions by letter and an uncounted 

number of rededications. 
* K * : 

Sword of the Lord EVANGELIST 
PAUL FERGUSON was with the 
Brayton Baptist Church of Grays- 
ville, Tennessee, September 16 
through 29, where Rev. Clayton 
Burchell is pastor. There were 
twelve conversions, and ten re- 
dedications. 

Evangelist Paul Ferguson is be- 
ing wonderfully used of God in 
church campaigns. He will go.to 
any church, large or small, where 


the Lord clearly leads. Like all 
other evangelists on THE Sworp 
staff, he sets no price on his 


services but goes on an expense 
and love offering basis. Other pas- 
tors and churches desiring dates 
or further information may write 


directly to him, in care of -this 
paper or to 
Evangelist Bill Rice. Director 


214 West Wesley Street 


Wheaton, Illinois 
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. « » Serve God Without 
Regard for Consequences 


(Continued from page 5) 


said, “Fear not, Mary, thou hast 
found favour with God.” She must 
have prayed a lot. 

“And behold, thou shalt conceive 
in thy womb, and bring forth «a 
son, and shalt call his name JE- 
SUS. He shall be .great, and shall 
be called the Son of the Highest; 
and the Lord God shall giwe unto 
him the throne -of his father 
David: And he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever: and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end.” 


But Mary said, “How can that 
be? How can I have a child? I 
am not married, and I am a pure, 
clean girl. I have never known a 
man after the flesh. How could 
I have a child?” 

And the angel said, “The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and 
the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee: therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” 


Do you suppose Mary stopped 
and figured, “If I become a moth- 
er when I am not married, there 
will come public shame on me. It 
is bound to be, and nobody will 
understand it. People won't be- 
lieve what I tell them, And can 
I stand it or not?” 

Did Mary go through all that 
argument? Did she weigh the 
whole thing? No, no. Mary said 
with a glad heart in that moment 
to the angel, “Be it unto me ac- 
cording to thy word.” She said, 
“Oh, let it be just like you have 
said.” 

God sent Elisabeth to talk to 
Mary by the Holy Spirit. Elisa- 
beth said, “Blessed art thou among 
women ... because you believed 
what God said.” 

Mary didn’t have to fight it all 
out and weigh the thing, count the 
cost. She didn’t say, “Well, now 
wait! Let me see how it will turn 
out.” 

Mary gave herself to open and 
public shame for God’s cause that 
she might bear in her body the 
body of the Baby Jesus and be- 


come the mother of the Son of 
God without regard to the conse- 
quences, taking no thought how it 
would turn out. She said, “Yes,” 
and God brought it even as He 
said. 


Joseph Disregarded the Shame 
and Misunderstanding to 
Take Mary and Rear 
Jesus 

Take the case of Joseph. Joseph 
was troubled. Oh, how he loved 


wept about the matter alone, but 
dared not mention it to her. He 
felt, “What can I do? If I reported 
her to the public authorities as 
an adulteress, she could be taken 
out and stoned, I wouldn’t want 
to do that.” , 

But in his sleep one night, in 
his troubled slumber, the angel of 
the Lord came to him and said: 

“Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto theé Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost. And 
she shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shalt call his name JESUS: 
for he shall save his people from 
their sins. Now all this was done 
that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin 
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—NMARTIN LUTHER 
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Mary! Wouldn’t you be, if your 
girl was such a pure, good girl, so 
bright? She was of noble lineage. 
She was of the house and lineage 
of David. She was a princess 
though poor and poverty stricken. 
She was such a pure and lovely 
woman that God selected this girl 
out of all the women in the world 
to be the mother of His Son. Don't 
you think you would have loved 
her? Oh, how Joseph loved her! 
When he was with her,. she was 
timid and blushes covered her 
face, but she couldn’t speak of it 
to him. But the outward evidence 
grew until finally Joseph could see 
that she was going to become a 
mother. 


“Has Mary gone wrong?” He 


shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which being in- 
terpreted is, God with us.”’—Matt. 
2 :20-23. 

And when Joseph was raised 
from sleep he took unto him Mary 
as his wife, and knew her not un- 
til she had brought forth her first- 
born Son. 


Peoplé don’t say much about 
Joseph. He must have died before 
the Saviour was grown to man- 
hood, for we never hear of him 
after Jesus was twelve years of 
age; but Joseph was a great man 
of God. That day when he woke 
out of his slumber and sat up on 
the edge of his couch, he said, “It 
‘is of God. I will not be afraid of 


Calling All Cards! 


By Uncle Roger 


Be on the lookout for 
any puzzle post cards that 
might be lying in buffet 
drawers, files or between 
the covers of a book. The 
present puzzle series ends 
with today’s puzzle, and 
all cards indicating cor- 
rect entries should be 
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7 sent to us by January 15 
(except those mailed from 
foreign countries). Post 
cards will not be sent 
after Puzzle Number 50. 
Everyone who sends post 
cards to us will receive a 
prize, Please indicate your 
choice of book or books. 
Previous selections are 
available as well as those 
included in the life-chang- 
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ing pamphlets, a group of 
37 books by Dr. John R. 
Rice containing messages 
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for unsaved, devotional 

helps, and doctrinal teach- 

ing. Send them without 
y delay. Calling all cards! 
second week 
ber we are offering the 
32-page book, Sermons 
From the Saddle, by Dr. 
Bill Rice. You will find 
the sermons very prac- 
. tical and to the _ point. 
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Don't fail to get your 
copy. It requires only one 
card. 

Note: In Puzzle Num- 
ber 45 credit was given 
for “rail” or “tail” for 
clew 8 down. We have 
tried to give you the bene- 
} fit of a doubt on difficult 
| answers. 

HERE ARE THE 
RULES. PLEASE READ 
THEM CAREFULLY. 
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(PRINT) 


- 1. Fill in the empty 
blanks according to the 
clews given. If you do not 
wish to cut up your copy 
of the paper, you may 
print the answers on a 
separate sheet of paper 
according to the clew 
numbers given, Answers 
must be complete and cor- 
rect. 


2. PRINT (not write) your name and address in the blank below the puzzle and mail to: UNCLE 
ROGER, THE SworD OF THE LorD, Wheaton, Llinois. In order to have your entry counted correct, it 
must be postmarked by midnight, December 21, 1957. If your paper arrives after the deadline date, 


please send the answer and tell us the date that your paper arrived. 


3. Each weekly entry will be checked, and you will receive a post card if your entry is correct. Incor- 
rect entries will not be returned, Mail your card(s) to us, and you will receive the book or books of your 
choice. Previous selections are available. Remember that all of the selections do not require the same num- 
ber of cards. The answers for Puzzle Number 50 will appear in the December 27 issue of THE Sworp 


OF THE LORD. 


the future. I will take Mary to my 


home as my wife and yet not my 


wife. I will take care of her. The 
Baby is not my baby, but I will 
take her home with me. Never 
mind what men say. The restraint 
and patience that is necessary—I 
will not mind it.” So Joseph had 
no regard for the: consequences. 
He took no thought. He did what 
God said. 


The Wise Men Did Not Hesi- 
tate to Seem Foolish and 
Spend Money and Time 
for God 

The wise men came from the 
East to see*the Baby Jesus. They 
read in the book of Daniel the 
story of the coming Messiah. It 
was the only part of the Old Tes- 
tament that they had over in 
Babylon, and was written by Dan- 
iel the prophet while there in the 
captivity. And the wise men read 
the ninth chapter of Daniel and 
knew that after the decree of 
Cyrus to rebuild Jerusalem, there 
would be sixty-nine weeks of 
years until the Messiah would 
come. And those sixty-nine weeks 
of years, four hundred and eighty- 
three years, had already come to 
pass, and now was the time for 
the promised King of the Jews. 
They were watching and ready, 
and when the star appeared they 
said, “It is His star, the evidence 
we have waited for.” 


The Holy Spirit told them the 
Saviour, the King of the Jews, 
was born. I do not know what tell- 
ings of good-by they had, who they 
put in charge of their business. I 
do not know what excuses they 
made to their wives and families 
about being gone so long and so 
far. They made arrangements and 
then perhaps mounted their cam- 
els and away they rode yonder to- 
ward the west from Babylon 
which was east, five hundred or 
six hundred miles, and they rode 
on around the northern part of 
the desert and across the Jor- 
dan River, and came to Jerusalem, 
and said, “Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? for we 
have seen his star in the east, and 


‘are come to worship him.” 


They looked_it up in the Bible, 
and the scribes said, “It must be 
Bethlehem, for Micah 5:2 says he 
will be born in Bethlehem.” And, 
lo, the star appeared, and they 
came straight to the Baby Jesus 
and opened their treasures, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. They 
left their gifts and went back 
home, 

Can you imagine the expense of 
a journey that far when they had 
no cars, no trains, had no paved 
roads? It was from one nation to 
another nation, a nation of a 
strange language. Can you imagine 
the time it took—months, per- 
haps? Can you imagine the ex- 
pense of it? They brought treas- 
ures along, gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. They came without any 
regard to the consequences. They 
took no thought for the morrow 
and served God with no reserva- 
tions. 


Shepherds Too Disregarded 
the Consequences to See 
the Baby Jesus 


Remember the shepherds: 

“And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore 
afraid, And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David, a Saviour which 
is Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you; ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a@ manger. And 
suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host 
praismg God and saying, Glory to 
God im the highest and on earth 
peace, good will toward men,”’— 
Luke 2:8-14. 

Do you know what these men 
said? “Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass which the 


(Continued on page 7) 


As our selection for the |< 
in Decem-|: 


Puzzle Number 50 


(must be postmarked by midnight, December 21, 1957) 


Clews Across 


1. An Apostolic letter in New 
Testament times was called an 


6. A godly person: especially one 
who is regenerated 


10. He was converted miraculously 
while on the way to Damascus. 

11. Tinkle, t ——k 

12. Right Reverend (abbr,) 

14. Psalm (abbr.) 

15. Sea eagles, er —— 


. Baronet (abbr.) 

. The serpent said to Eve, “Ye 
shall surely die” (Gen. 
3:4). 

. Desires with the expectation 
of obtaining 

. A Greek letter, t — — 

. The grand divisions of geologi- 
cal time, e — — — 

. A pronoun 

. A vegetable whose fruit 
contained in a pod 

. street (abbr.) 

. A river of Italy 

. Rearrange “Leah.” 

. The Holy City 

. A stretch Of paved bank or a 
solid artificial landing place 
beside navigable water, 
Gon a == 

. Able-bodied (abbr.) 

. To perform 

. The outer covering, or enve- 
lope, of various seeds or fruits 

. “For the ———— was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ” (John 
1:17). 

38. A Jewish month (Neh. 6:15) 

. An islet in a river or lake, 
ae-_—_-— 

. The law was given to Moses 
on this mount. 

. To God (Latin) 

. Right (abbr.) 

. Moves swiftly; hastens 

. Statute (abbr.) 

. Sunday School (abbr.) 

. Jesus said, “I will give you 

” (Matt. 11:28). 

. A judge of Israel (Judg. 3:15) 

. A Jew mentioned in Acts 19:14 

. “Is it lawful to give 
unto Caesar, or not?” (Matt. 
22:17). 


is 


Clews Down 
—_—— Of the Spirit” (II 
Cor. 1:22) 
. Installment paid (abbr.) 
The juices of a plant 
. A tusk; specifically, a horse’s 
canine, t——-—h 
. Late Latin (abbr.) 
. Transgressions of the law of 
God 


Ou PWN 


7. Answer (abbr.) 
8. Abbreviation of kings (spelled 
backwards) 

9. One of the Pastoral Epistles 

. The cross on which Christ was 
crucified (Acts 10:39) 

. Isaiah 53.pictures Christ as “a 

out of a dry ground.” 

. One of: the epistles of Paul 

. Elijah said, “If the LORD be 
God, follow him: but if , 
then follow him” (I Kings 18: 
21) 


18. Train (abbr.) 

20. Old Saxon (abbr.) 

21. To bring forth young; bear 
23. To utter a speech or discourse 


. A Christian woman whom Paul 
salutes (Rom. 16:1) 

. Rearrange “Roy.” 

. Alabama (abbr.) 

30. “The 
faith.” 

. Paul addressed one of his epis- 
tles to the saints and faithful 
brethren at 

32. Leave; cease 

. That which 
(pl.) 

. Musical instruments 

36. Fine ravelings or fluff from 
yarn or fabrics 

. West Africa (abbr.) 

. Lord (abbr.) 

. The first four letters of the 
name of a woman mentioned 
in Luke 8:3 

42. A name ascribed to God (Hos. 

2:16) 

. Revelation (abbr.) 

. A container 

Right Excellent (abbr. ) 

. Son of Judah (Gen, 38:2, 3) 


shall live by 


is due or owed 


O91. Duke (abbr.) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Page Seven 


» « « Serve God Without 
Regard for Consequences 


(Continued from page 6) 


Lord hath made known unto us.” 

What happened here shows that 
they didn’t = leave anybody to 
watch the sheep. They might have 
said, “Suppose a wolf gets the 
sheep,” but nobody said anything 
like that. They never thought any- 
thing about that. If God had sent 
a Saviour, that is much more im- 
portant than sheep. So they hot- 
footed it down to Bethlehem and 
found the Saviour. They walked 
in the stable there and found the 
Baby Jesus in the manger wrap- 
ped in swaddling clothes by the 
side of His mother. They forgot 
the consequences! 

Then what did they do when 
they had seen the Saviour? Their 
hearts rejoiced, and they said, “It 
is true! It is true!" They didn’t 
go back to the sheep. The Scrip- 
ture said they went out praising 
God and glorifying God and told 
the good news. Then after they 
had told everybody they knew, 
they came back to find their 
sheep, 

Were the sheep there when they 
got back, or not? The Bible does 
not say, because it didn’t especial- 
ly matter. For if a Saviour is 
born, what if a wolf did get a 
sheep! I imagine they were all 
there, all right, but if they were 
not, they didn’t worry about it. 
They served God without regard 
for the consequences. They did 
what they ought to do for God 
without saying, “I wonder if the 
sheep will all be here?” No, no! 
They served God without any re- 
gard to the consequence. They 
took no thought. They believed it, 
and God’ blessed them in it. 


I wonder if we can’t today make 
up our minds to start serving God 
without always taking thought, 
without always counting the cost! 


The Three Hebrew Children 
Stayed True Without Regard 
to Consequences 

Many other men in the Bible 
served God without counting the 
cost. Turn back to the book of 
Daniel. How rich it is. We need 
some iron in our blood like these 
men of God had. 


Nebuchadnezzar built a great 
image, ninety feet high and nine 
feet wide, and the people must 
fall down and worship it. So he 
had all the orchestra, all the 
stringed instruments of every 
kind; the sackbut, the psaltery, 
the harps, etc., and when the or- 
chestra played and the drums 
rolled, everybody was to bow 
down before the image which was 
set up in the plain of Dura, in 
the province of Babylon. But 
there were three men who didn’t 
bow. Daniel was running the em- 
pire while the king was having 
a good time. But the three Hebrew 
children, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, did not bow. While ev- 
erybody was bowing down to the 
image, somebody peeked like some 
of you do when we pray. Some- 
body 4tooked:- and saw the three 
Hebrew children, Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abednego, standing 
straight up. They didn’t bow down 
at all! A tattle-tale hotfooted it 
to the king and told him that 
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the three men would not bow to 
the image. The king said, “Is it 
true?” He said, “Whoso falleth 
not down and worshippeth, that 
he should be cast into the midst of 
a burning fiery furnace.” 

Some Jews hadn't bowed down 
yet,- and when Nebuchadnezzar 
was told this, “Nebuchadnezzar 
spake and said unto them, Is it 
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 


pitched them in the fire. The fire 
was so hot when they were put in 
that it killed those strong soldiers 
who put them in. But all the fire 
did to Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego was to burn their bands 
off, and they walked around in the 
fire. And One came and walked 
with them, and His form was one} 
like the Son of man. I - think 
Nebuchadnezzar was converted 
right there. The proclamation he 
gave showed he believed in the 
true God. 

They did not have to count the 
cost. They had already counted it 
and considered whether it pays to 
serve God or not. 
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Ready for 


Christmas 


Alice Haneche Mortensen 


“Ready for Christmas,” she said with a sigh, 
As she gave a last touch to the gifts piled high, 
Then wearily sat for a moment and read, 

Till soon, very soon, she was nodding her head. 


Then quietly spoke a voice in her dream, 

“Ready for Christmas? What do you mean? 

Ready for Christmas when only last week 

You wouldn't acknowledge your friend on the street. 


“Ready for Christmas, while holding a grudge? 
Perhaps you had better let God be the judge, 
Why, how can the Christ-child come and abide 
In the heart that is selfish and filled with pride? 


“Ready for Christmas when only today 
A beggar lad came and you turned him away 
Without even a smile to show that you cared? 


The little he asked—it could have been spared. 


“Ready for Christmas? Y ou've worked, it is true, 
But just doing the thing that you wanted to do; 
Ready for Christmas? Y our circle’s too small— 
Why, you are not ready for Christmas at alll” 


She awoke witha start and a cry of despair, 
“There's so little time and I've still to prepare. 

Oh, Father, forgive me, I see what You mean, 

To be ready means more than ahouse swept clean.” 


Yes, more than the giving of gifts and a tree, 
It’s the heart swept clean that He wants to see, 
A heart that is free from bitterness, sin— 


Ready for Christmas—and ready for HIM. 


— “Gospel Herald” 
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Abednego, do not ye serve my 
gods, nor worship the golden im- 
age which I have set up?” He told 
them that he was going to give 
them one more chance and if they 
worshipped not, he would cast 
them into the midst of a burning 
fiery furnace, seven times hotter 
than before, and they would not 
live a second. Listen to what they 
said: 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abded- 
nego answered and said to the 
king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are 
not careful to answer thee in this 
matter.” 


They’ didn’t ask for time to con- 
sider the matter. “We are not 
eareful to -answer thee in this 
matter. 

“If it be so, our God, whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of thine hand, 
O king. But if not, be it known 
unto thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set 
up.” 

They said, “God is able to do 
it. He can and will, and if He 
does not, we won’t do it anyway. 
We are not going to do it.” They 
said, “Be it known unto thee, O 
king, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden im- 
age which thou hast set up.” 

Those folk were already voted. 
It is wonderful to find Christians 
who have already made up their 
minds. It is wonderful to find men 
who already know what they are 
going to do for God. If there 
comes a time of testing, they have 
already foreseen it, and say, “T 
don’t care, God is able to deliver 
me. God can deliver me, and God 
will deliver me, but if He ‘doesn’t, 
I will do what He said anyway.” 
So they said, “We are not going 
to bow down to the image.” 

But Nebuchadnezzar had the 
music play again. They didn’t bow 
down. The king got mad. He said, 
“Poke up the fire ‘good. Grab 
these men.” And they tied them 
with their hats on their heads and 
their court garments on—-they 
you know—and 


Brave Daniel, Too, Served God 
Faithfully When Threatened 
With the Lion’s Den 


There is the case of Daniel. 
They made a decree that nobody 
should pray to any god for thirty 
days and have the king above ev- 
erybody, that nobody could serve 
any other gods or pray to any- 
body else for thirty days. And 
“now when Daniel knew that the 
writing was signed, he went into 
his house: and his windows being 
open in his chamber toward Je- 
rusdleém, he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and pray- 
ed, and gave thanks before his 
God, as he did aforetime’ (Dan. 
6:10). 


Now Daniel knew just. what 
they did, and it didn’t make a 
tremor in his voice when he 
prayed. It didn’t make him hesi- 
tate and say, “O, God, give me 
courage.” He had already made 
up his mind to that, and he 
opened the window. He didn’t pray 
in the secret closet this time. 
(There are times to pray in 
secret, and there are times-to pray 
in public.) He opened his window 
and prayed toward the God of 
Jerusalem as he had dong before, 
three times a day. I say, he served 
God without regard to the conse- 
quences, without taking thought 
for what would happen! Daniel al- 
ready knew God was greater than 
a den of lions. 


Let me tell you, my friends, 
what happens isn’t your business. 
That is-God’s business. Your busi- 
ness is to serve God day by day, 
and risk yourself with Him and 
let God do the rest. 


Peter and John Obeyed God 
Rather Than Men, Took Beat- 
ing and Shame Without Care 

It is the same way in the New 
Testament. In the fourth chapter 
of Acts there was a time of test- 
ing. 
“But Peter and John answered 
and said unto them, Whether it 
be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye. For we cannot but 


* 


speak the things which we have 
seen and heard. So when they had 
further threatened them, they let 
them go, finding nothing how they 
might punish them, because of the 
people: for alt-men glorified God 
for that which was done.”’—<Acts 
4:19-21. 

And in the. fifth chapter they 
were arrested again. Now listen: 

“And when they had brought 
them, they set them before the 
council: and the high priest asked 
them, Saying, Did not we straitly 
command you that ye should not 


teach in this name? and, behold, 


ye have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bring this 
man’s blood wpon us. Then Peter 
and the other apostles answered 
and said, We ought to obey God 
rather than men.” 

We ought to obey God rather 
than man! That settled it. If God 
said so, that settled it. Wouldn't 
you like this Christmas t say, 
“I will, one time, give God a gift 
and not renege on God. I will not 
be an Indian giver. I won't take it 
back’’? Make God a gift of your- 
self, lock, stock, and barrel, and 
don't take it back tomorrow. 


Make Your Decision Perma- 
nent: Do Not Take It Back! 


Jews had a way, commanded in 
the Old Testament, that if a man 
had a Jewish slave, after seven 
years he could set him free. At the 
end of that time every Jewish 
Slave owned by a Jew was set 
free. Here is a wife. She has only 
been a slave a year or two. It is 
not time to set her free. Her 
children were born in slavery, it 
is not time to set them free. Sup- 
pose a man said, “I love my mas- 
ter and wife; I am not going to 
leave, but will be your slave.” He 
says, “I would rather stay here 
and be your slave.” And he brings 
him to the doorpost, and the serv- 


ant puts his ear to the post and | 


his master takes an awl and 
pushes it through and makes a 
hole in his ear, and then he is 
a slave forever. Read Exodus 
21:1-6. 

In Bible times it was a custom 
among these Hebrews who had 
Jewish slaves, if the slave were 
willing to go on and be a slave 
forever, to put an awl hole 
through his ear. Wouldn't you like 
to say, “O God, take me to the 
doorpost and put a hole through 
my ear—not just until I get a 
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better job, not just until I find a 
job that I think will turn out bet- 
ter, but let me be Yours. Put an 
awl through my ear. Make me 
Yours from here on out’? 
Wouldn’t you like to have that 
settled? 

Let me tell a story. I have told 
it before, but I want to tell it 
again. 

When I was a ten-year-old boy 
we lived: on a ranch in West Tex- 
as, and Christmas. time to us was 
wonderful. For instance, we got 
an orange at Christmas. We very 
rarely had any at any other time 
in the year. We would get twisted 
candy and a few nuts, and we had 
a good time. It didn’t take much 
to make a happy Christmas, Ev- 
ery one got an orange. We didn’t 
have orange groves in Texas then. 
They all came from California, 
and were rather expensive, and we 
were poor. I wonder how many 
people remember when you didn’t 
get an orange except at Christ- 
mas? (Many held hands.) So at 
Christmas we each got an orange. 

My stepmother said, “Now, chil- 
dren, I can make a fruit cake and 
I will have to make the citron 
with the orange peelings. I will 
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What is a Minister? 


Ministers come in assorted sizes and denominations, Some wear their collats 
frontward, others backward. Some wear vestments in the performance of 
their duties; some do not. But underneath these purely external 
manifestations there is a personality of deep understanding—a personality 
born, trained and educated to lead and enrich the lives of others. 


Ministers are the spiritual leaders throughout life, from baptism 
to final rites. Joining man and woman together, ministers are 


. master 


“knot tie’ers,’’ liaisons of happiness! 


Ministers are conservative in the way they live, yet spare nothing in the 
performance and devotion to their work. They are emblematic of 

that which cannot be seen, but only felt. They are mortals symbolic of 
an ideal, material leaders of the greatest of all intangibles. 


Unlike many parishioners, ministers face tomorrow realistically. Back in 
1900 a group of Minneapolis clergymen, realizing that ministers are the 
best insurance risks in the world, and therefore entitled to lower rates than 
the general public, organized Ministers Life—the only company that 
provides complete insurance protection for ministers including Life, 
Endowment, Accident, Sickness and Hospital coverage. That’s why today, 
Ministers Life is the largest organization of clergymen in the country—a 
mutual union whose sole purpose isto provide tallor-made insurance 
programs to fit the exclusive needs of the ordained clergy. 


Ministers Lh, 


A Mutual Insurance Company 


Sold only to ministers, seminary stu- 
dents, full-time religious education di- 
rectots, deaconesses, YMCA-YWCA sec- 
retaries, Salvation Army Officers and 
instructors in church-related schools 
and colleges, 


THE MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 
12831 Ministers Life Bidg., 

Minneapolis 16, Minn. 

IN CANADA: 

30 Bloor Street W., Toronto 5, Ontarie 

Please send me information about your poll-< 
cies as checked: 


a 


. Ordinary Tfe (_) Double Brovectinn Hate ¢ } 
© Bndowment (’) tal, Sickness, Accident 

i NAME i 
‘ ADDRESS sine 
‘ sia 
: Date of Birth Denominati _ 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


oe eg eae 


Friday, December 13, 1957 


.. » serve God Without 


Regard for Consequences 


(Continued from page 7) 


candy the orange peelings if you 
will give yours to.me.” 

So every one agreed. That may 
seem a little funny to you. Why 
should children object to giving 
the orange peel? But if you got 
just one a year, you could eat the 
peel with a little sugar and it was 
delicious, and we hadn’t had an 
orange since last Christmas. We 
used to get bananas and we not 
only ate the bananas, but we 
scraped all the inside of the peel- 
ing. You don’t do that now, Yes, 
the orange peel is really wonder- 
fully good with sugar. Now my 
stepmother said that if we would 
give her the orange peelings she 
would make a cake. 

We agreed, and she put the 
orange peels up on top of the 
kitchen safe. We didn’t have any 
refrigerator, of course. It was a 
safe with tin doors and nail holes 
punched in the doors. So she put 
the peelings up on top of that so 
we couldn’t see them. They were 
to be left there several days, then 
Mother was going to candy them. 
I got to thinking about the orange 
peels. That orange was given to 
me for Christmas and I didn't 
have to give it, did I? Why did I 
give it all? I ought to have kept a 
little bit, one good section. I could 
have eaten it with some sugar. 
I thought, “Well, I don’t think 
she needs that much,” so I went 
back, reached high on the safe 
and got one piece of the orange 
peeling and ate it with some 
sugar. Boy, it was good! 

A day or two later as I thought 
about it I decided I could have 
one more piece. It was mine any- 
way, wasn’t it? So I took another 
section from the top of the safe. 
You know, I lost count of how 
many times I went back. One 
day when I reached up there for 
one piece of my orange peeling 
there wasn’t anybody’s up there! 

And you know, I have told God 
many times, “Lord, you can have 
me. Take me anywhere you want 
me to go. I will give up anything 
in ‘this world. You deserve it and 
You can have it.” I have said 
that and meant it; but the first 
thing I knew, I felt myself reach- 
ing back on top of the safe to 
take myself back and have my 
own way instead of God’s way. I 
was an “Indian giver.” 

Would’t you like, as this Christ- 
mas season comes on, to say, 
“God helping me, I will commit 
myself to God to be a bondslave 
to Jesus Christ from now on, and 
I will take no thought for the 
morrow nor worry today what I 
will have to eat’’? 

Somebody says, “Brother Rice, 
IT would like to tithe, but I have 
so many bills to pay.” Can you 
never think about God without 
thinking about bills at the same 
time? 

Somebody says, “God has called 
me, but if I go, I will have to 
leave my family.” Can you nev- 
er think about God without think- 
ing about your family, too? 

The wise men would never have 
come from the East if they had 
thought about their families. The 
shepherds never would have left 
their sheep if they couldn’t think 
about the Baby Jesus without 
thinking about sheep. Some Chris- 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rates 25c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
count. Cash to aceompany order, No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts. Copy is 
ar three weeks in advance of publication 
ate. 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 
A price, binding and style to meet every 
need. Workmanship guaranteed. Write for 


literature: Norris Bookbinding Company, 
102 South Nichols Avenue, Greenwood, 
Mississippi. 


OF INTEREST T@® WOMEN 


SEW APRONS at home for stores. Easy, 
profitable home self-employment. Write: 
ADCO, Bastrop, Louisiara. 


WANTED 
Young man would like to have tape cor- 
respondents. Please write first. Floyd Gro- 
gan, 528 East Cambourne, Ferndale 20, 
Michigan. 


PIANO SOLO ARRANGEMENTS 
PIANO SOLOS — SACRED COLASSICS, 
BOOK THREE. 29 beautiful arrange- 
ments of hymns and Gospel songs. $2.00 
postpaid. Henrietta Fruen, 3951 Mennes 
Street, Riverside, Calif. 


tians never get their minds on 
God enough to forget sheep. Some 
Christians never get their minds 
on God enough to forget what 
they eat. That is the reason Jesus 
said to the disciples in the fourth 
chapter of John, “Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields; for 
they are white already to harvest” 
—‘“Get your eyes off this food and 
look on the poor lost sduls.” Oh, 
if you would ever get your mind 
on God enough to forget other 
things! Take no thought! 

If somebody wants you to be a 
Sunday School teacher, you say, 
“If I teach I will have to give up 
this and that and the other and 
be here on time.” Can’t you do 
all that for God? Couldn’t you 
ever count the cost and make up 
your mind and come to this con- 
clusion that when God said do a 
thing, you don’t have to stop and 
consider it anew? 


Can You Not Trust God Blind- 
ly Without Seeing Where 
the Road May Lead? 


A certain horse my father used 

to have is a great lesson to me. 
This horse was blind. You could 
get on him and ride him and other 
people couldn't tell the difference. 
You could hardly tell it yourself. 
He was blind, but you could ride 
down the road and this horse 
couldn’t see a place he put his 
foot before him, yet he trusted the 
man riding him and he went right 
ahead. 
The truth of the matter is, the 
way my daddy got him, he traded 
for him a horse that had the 
heaves. He rode beside a fellow 
one night and this horse had such 
a wonderful gait my father said, 
“What about trading horses?” 


“All right, I will trade with 
you.” 

My dad said, “No questions 
asked and we will trade for 
good ?”’ 


This fellow said, “All right,” 
and he got down and they changed 
saddles and my father got on this 
blind horse and rode him home 
that night. The next day my dad 
discovered he had traded for a 
blind horse, but a horse that 
trusted his rider. 

My friend, listen to me, wouldn’t 
you like to be able to say, “O 
God, I can serve you blind’’? 

Oh, friend, if God comes to 
borrow $1.00 from you, would you 
ask Him to sign a promissory 
note? We ought not to. If God 
wanted to buy something from 
you on credit, would you look up 
and see if His credit was good? 
Brother Nicholas, if a man comes 
and wants to buy from you on 
credit, you would ask Mr. Patton 
about it or you would look up his 
name in Dunn and Bradstreet. 
How many of you have to weigh 
the thing out and check up on 
God before you say yes or no to 
Him! 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we 
Christians could learn to act with- 
out any fear of the consquences, 
without considering the conse- 
quences? That is what the Bible 
says, “Take no thought for the 
morrow. Take no thought for 
your body. Take no thought for 
your life. Take no thought for 
what you will eat or drink.” . 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the 
money you put in the collection 
on Sunday was just put in with- 
out any regard ‘for what you 
would need next week? Isn’t that 
right? I would find out what God 
says to do, then do it without 
thinking about that bill that has 
to be paid ‘this week. Wouldn’t 
that be the right way? 

If God says, “John, I want you 
to go to Africa,” wouldn’t it be 


right for me to say, “All right, } 


Lord, I will go”? First, should I 
sit down and say, “There is my 
wife. She will not want to Jeave 
her mother and dad. They are old. 
They live up here in Cooke Coun- 
ty. The other children are gone. 
They love her, and she may never 
see them again’? Would it be 
right to stop and consider and 
say, “Wait, Lord. Let me check up 
on this business before I say yes. 
Shall I take my children into 
blackest Africa, away from 
schools, away from their com- 
panions, and let them live in a hut 


with thatched roof, with a dirt 


floor, and wild beasts howling in 
the back yard at night? Would it 
be right? What am I going to do 
if God says go to Africa? Before 
I say yes to God, do I always have 
to take up the whole thing every 
time and find out whether it pays 
to serve Him, find out whether 


says? ' 
Here is a thing every Christian 
ought to get settled: “I will count 
the cost once and for all and find 
out if it pays to serve God. And 
when I have found that out, I will 
have it settled. I will say yes to 
God. If God says to me, “Do so 
and so,” I will say, “All right, 
I will go,” without taking thought 
except to find the will of God. 
Do you know why people these 
days don’t have steam automo- 
biles? Steam automobiles are a 
good deal cheaper to run than gas 
automobiles. They used to have a 


Find if you can one occasion 
in which Jesus. inculcated 
doubt, or bade men dwell in 
uncertainty.—C. H. Spurgeon. 


good many steam cars. Some 
things about them are better. One 
thing, you don’t have to have any 
gear shift. For years experiment- 
ers have spent thousands of dol- 
lars trying to make an automobile 
without a gear shift. A steam 


‘engine automatically adjusts to 


any load and never stalls. The 
more power, the less speed and the 
less power, the more speed. Why 
don’t all people use steam cars, 
and why don’t they make them? 
Because it takes ten minutes to 
get the water hot! and you can’t 
always wait that long. So steam 
cars are now museum specimens. 


God wants somebody here to 
serve Him, but He has always got 
to wait for you to get the steam 
hot when He wants you to do any- 
thing! Do you think God is going 
to always, always wait for you to 
take thought for every thing else, 
when He says, “Go”? 

What about this kind of Chris- 
tian who every time God brings 
up a duty, there is a big tussle and 
knock-down, drag-out fight before 
He can get you to do anything, 
while you again decide whether 
you are going to serve God, while 
you count the cost again! Do you 
always have to count the cost 
anew and see what it is going to 
cost you before you decide wheth- 
er. you are going to do what God 


it is worthwhile to do what He 


|said? 

My brother Joe had a model T 
Ford. He told me he always knew 
how to start it: “Any time you 
jack up both hind wheels and 
crank it until the water boils, it 
will start.” 


If you go at it that way,.you 
can get some Christians to teach 
a Sunday School class. You can 
get them to tithe, or get them to 
come to prayer meeting, or get 
them to testify. If you really jack 
both hind wheels up and crank 
until the water boils, you can 
get them to do something for 
God. Is God content with the kind 
of service that comes always with 
a grudge, always with the brakes 
on? 4 

I was in a revival meeting down 
in southwest Texas. I went to 
Hico, near Lampasas. They have 
live oak trees and white limestone 
everywhere. I was in a hurry. I 
went in my car, I was going back 
to the revival, and I came to a 
fellow whose car was out of gas, 
or something was wrong with his 
car. I tried to help get his car 
started, but I couldn’t. So I told 
him, “If you want me to, I will 
pull you in.” I hooked on with a 
tow chain. Over those rough, 
rocky roads we went, driving 
about thirty miles an hour. The 
man in the car behind me couldn’t 
see. He sat back there and kept 
putting on the brakes. Finally I 
stopped to see what was the mat- 


ter. He said, “I will just sit here} 


if you don’t mind. Just unhook the 
chain and I will send my boy 
after the car later.” 


Do you think God wants to take 
you anywhere when He always 
has to drag you? When you al-. 
ways have the brakes on? When 
you won't go unless you can see 
the road? You are always thinking 
about what it will cost. “Will I 
have something to eat? I would 
serve You, Lord, but my family 
may starve.” I would sing in the 
choir but I don’t think it is worth 
it.” I would teach a Sunday School 
class, but I would have to study, 
and I would have to give up go- 
ing to see Mother every second 
Sunday.” Why don’t you say, “I 
will make up my mind like the 
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the sheep when the Saviour was 
born, like the wise men from the 
East who left home and families 
and brought their money: to this 
far country to see Him and gave 
all they had and went home.” 
Wouldn’t you like to say, as did 
Mary, “Be it unto me according to 
thy word.” Never mind what it 
will cost. It will cost you plenty, 
but never mind! And like Joseph 
who, when he arose out of his 
sleep, went and took Mary home 
with him. Why don’t you say, “I 
will count the cost no more. You 
can have all I have. I will lay it 
on the altar and not take it back.;’ 
Wouldn’t you like to ‘say that 
today? I would like to, wouldn't 
you? 

I wonder who is here today who 
is not a Christian but you want 
to be. Can you say at this Christ- 
mas season, “I will trust Him to 
be my Saviour. I will take Him as 
mine. God loves me, offered me 
the best Gift in the world—His 
Son—and I will take Him today”? 
Will you come and take Christ as 
your Saviour? 

(Three claimed Christ as Sav- 
iour.) 


Fresh material for teachers 

interested in reaching children. 

A FULL-COLOR ILLUSTRATED 

LESSON IN EACH ISSUE! 

Songs - methods - verses 

2.00 peryear 2.25 foreign 
write for sample 


BIBLE CLUB MOVEMENT \ 
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shepherds who didn’t care about 


Join the CHORUS OF THE MONTH 


nite ss tha 
I} « « (Offer for U.S.A. and Canada 


a new chorus 
very month 


SUNSHINE GOSPEL MISSION } 
604 N. Clark St., Dept. S, Chicago 10, Til. 


“Humling for 

Something ?” 
READ THE ADS 
EACH WEEK 
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5,000 ¢%215"\4" WANTED 
WORKERS 

ty sell Bibles, Christian books, Scrip- 
ture mottoes, calendars, greeting cards, 
stationery, napkins and novelties. Hand- 
some profits. Send for free catalogue 
and price list. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W, Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 


FREE 


Samples of: tracts on the Roman Catholic 
Doctrine. Postage appreciated. 


THE CONVERT 
Dept. SW, P. O. Box 90, Clairton, Penna. 
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OF THE LORD when answer- 
ing advertisements. 
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ANIC FELLOWSHIP 


(Formerly Chicago Hebrew Mission) 


Founded in 1887 by W. E. Blackstone 
Work amongst Jews in Chicago, Milwau- 
kee, Indianapolis, Tampa, Miami, Jeru- 
salem, Haifa, and by Itinerants in many 
other cities. 

Daily Evening Broadcast (60 minutes) 
to State of Israel from Tangier, No. Africa 
Send for sample A.M.F, Monthly and 
Tracts for Jews. 

Milton B. Lindberg Archie A. MacKinney 

General Director Superintendent 


7448 N. Damen Avenue, Chicago 45, 
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Autumn 


We plow the fields and scatter 
The good seed on the land, 
But it is fed and watered 

By God’s almighty hand; 

He sends the snow in winter, 
The warmth to swell the grain 
The breezes and the sunshine, 
And soft, refreshing rain. 


He only is the Maker 

Of all things near and far; 

He paints the wayside flower, 

He lights the evening star; 

The winds and waves obey 
Him 

By Him the birds are fed; 

Much more to us, His children, 

He gives our daily bread. 


We thank Thee, then, O 
Father, 

For all things bright and good, 

The seedtime and the harvest, 

Our life, our health, our food; 

Accept the gifts we offer, 

For all Thy love imparts, 

And, what Thou most desirest, 

Our humble, thankful hearts. 


—Matthias Claudius, in 


WHERE THOUSANDS OF SWORD READERS FIND BIG VALUES IN LITTLE SPACE f 


NEW PORTABLE TYPEWRITER AS 

LOW AS $54.50. New DeLuxe Postcard 
Duplicator with automatic feed, adjustable 
for size and weight of card or paper, in- 
cluding supply kit $13.75. Extra quire of 
stencils $1.45. Standard and portable type- 
writers—new and rebuilt at special price 
to Sword of the Lord readers. The Type- 
writer Specialists, 5541 S. Ashland Ave., 
Chicago 36, Ill. GRovehill 6-8100. 


WANTED 


Christian. men. and women to work and get 
paid for it. Sell Sunday Schoo! Supplies, 
Gifts, Awards, Christian Supplies, to 
teachers, Churches, and friends. Write for 
catalog and your confidential price list. 
WESTERN Beg 71 SUPPLY 


x e 
Calimesa, California 


ELECTRIC REED ORGANS 


NEW! Fine for small church, home, trailor, 
etc. $379.00 complete. Swiss-type bells, 
$150.00 set. Also Hammond Organs, 
only. Write today— 
PIANO PLAZA 
4555 Hills & Dales Canton, Ohio 
30th year 


used 


—_— 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


In Steel or Wood 
FOLDING 
v7 
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The New Illustrator 


